
Preserving the Philatelic 
Archive for St Helena

Barry Burns FRPSL & Bernard Mabbett
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Route of RMS St Helena until 2017
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3RMS St Helena departing Cape Town



A typical
5 - course

evening dinner
menu on the 

RMS St Helena
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Route of the RMS St Helena
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RMS St Helena approaching the Island



Route of the RMS St Helena
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Map of St Helena (Total land area 47 square 
miles)



Route of the RMS St Helena
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View of Sugar Loaf Hill from Flagstaff Hill



Route of the RMS St Helena
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View of Sandy Bay from Diana’s Peak



Route of the RMS St Helena

Ph
ila

te
lic

 C
o

n
g

re
ss o

f G
re

a
t 

Brita
in

 2021

9

Jamestown Post Office



Route of the RMS St Helena
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Harlyn flat in the evening sun, 

our base in 2009 and 2019



Route of the RMS St Helena
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Bernard opening PO Cellar door



Route of the RMS St Helena
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First view of cellar interior



Route of the RMS St Helena

Ph
ila

te
lic

 C
o

n
g

re
ss o

f G
re

a
t 

Brita
in

 2021

13

Just some of the PO records



Treasury Account 1855
showing payment 

for first 6d stamp issue
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Treasury Account 1863
showing payment 
for first 1d and 4d 
imperforate stamps
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2. Archiving the Post Office 
Cellar Records

11 March to 16 April 2013
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Princes Lodge in the sun, 

our base in 2013
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Princes Lodge entrance lobby

our base in 2013



Route of the RMS St Helena
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Some of the cellar disposable contents

The open door leads into the PO box room 
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Empty Mailbags, also part filling

the side cellar on the right



First sorting of cellar contents
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Note our high-tech security system
The yellow canisters at left were used for a mail drop by RAF Hercules aircraft 
following a fire on the RMS which caused a backlog of mail at Ascension
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Edward Baldwin buried in paperwork
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Paperwork destroyed by termites (white 
ants)
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Boxes in container before the first freeze cycle
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Partial sorting into archival boxes
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Boxes shrink-wrapped before final freeze 
cycle
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Preliminary sketches by Thomas Bruce for 

1922 ‘Badge’ issue
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Artwork for 9p value of the

1989 ‘Early Vehicles’ issue
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Imperforate proofs and 
bromides for the 1994 
‘Butterflies’ series

Note that the designs for the
25p and 53p values have been 
transposed for the issued stamps
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Grille card (as displayed in Post Office)

of the 1922 ‘Badge’ Issue showing

severe damage by termites
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Grille card of the 1976 Definitive Issue,

each value handstamped SPECIMEN Type SH2
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Grille card of the 1978 ‘Royal Fleet Auxiliary Vessels’ 
souvenir sheet for Tristan da Cunha, each value 
handstamped SPECIMEN Type SH2
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Box of various new issues from UPU member 
countries received by the St Helena post office
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Bromides and Proofs recovered from cellar
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Staff training guide, one of three discovered
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Date stamps and Handstamps retrieved from 
cellar

Ph
ila

te
lic

 C
o

n
g

re
ss o

f G
re

a
t 

Brita
in

 2021

37



Copy of all the relevant date 
stamps and cachets in use on 
August 20 1979
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Letter and copy of designs 
suggested for the KEVII
Key Plate Issue
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3. Remounting the
St Helena Government 
Philatelic Collections 

12 January to 23 February 2019 
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One of the three wooden 
boxes housing the official 
Government stamp 
collections removed from 
the Castle vaults with 
permission from the 
Governor
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First sheet of the Castle collection

photographed in 1998 under poor lighting conditions
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1890-97 QV Keyplate
issue handstamped 
SPECIMEN as remounted
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1922-27 ‘Badge’ issue handstamped 
SPECIMEN 

as remounted
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1938-49 KGVI 
Definitive Issue 
handstamped 
SPECIMEN
as remounted

Note that this SPECIMEN 
handstamp has not been 
previously recorded
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1953 QEII Definitive set handstamped 

SPECIMEN  Type SH3
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Ascension 1938 KGVI Definitive set 
handstamped 

SPECIMEN  of an unrecorded type
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Tristan da Cunha 1954 QEII Definitive set

Handstamped SH3 SPECIMEN
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Barry and Bernard would like to personally thank the following people and organisations, in no 
particular order, for without their help and guidance this project would not have been accomplished:

Edward Baldwin
Adam Sizeland, Liz Young and other St Helena Museum staff

Jamestown Post Office staff
Governors Mark Andrew Capes and Lisa Kathleen Phillips Honan

St Helena Financial Secretary Colin Owen
Gregory Cairns-Wicks for use of the reefer which was used to freeze the cellar archive materials

Beverley Francis for informing us of the post office cellar
Julian Chapman Memorial Scholarship Committee, for part funding the 2013 visit

Enterprise St Helena for Travel, Accommodation and car hire in 2019
Heritage Society for all materials used in the 2019 project

Community Development Organisation for A3 printer and scanner 2019
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